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Phil 311-01: Ethical Theory

T-TH 3:00-4:15

Instructor:  Dr. Julinna C. Oxley




Email: joxley@coastal.edu

Office:  Edwards 279





Office Phone: x6548

Office Hours: M, T, and TH 2:00-3:00, W 1-3 and by appointment

I. Course Description
This is a course in normative ethics. Since there are a significant number of theories of normative ethics, we will discuss the four dominant theories: egoism/contractarianism, utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics.  We will be reading original philosophical works by the philosophers whose treatises shaped the development of these theories - Thomas Hobbes, Immanuel Kant, J. S. Mill, and Aristotle.  Since these theories have new (and usually improved) formulations in contemporary ethical theory, we will also read essays by leading contemporary ethical theorists. The aim in this course is for you to read a variety of ethical theories, and after careful consideration of each one, have some understanding of where your own opinions on ethics lie.  We will focus on five major questions throughout the semester.  
1) What are the grounds of moral obligation?
2) How do we know what our moral obligations are? 
3) Is rationality sufficient to ground moral obligation? 
4) What are our moral obligations? 
5) What should we expect out of a moral theory?

This is an upper-division course. Thus, it will require a great deal of work on your part. The readings are often difficult – you should plan to do the reading at least twice before the class period in which we discuss the reading. You should plan to devote several hours per week to your work in this course, in addition to the scheduled class meetings.
II. Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Describe the central debates regarding the four major traditions of ethical analysis

· Know the philosophical definition of such concepts as: right, wrong, obligation, consequentialism, deontology, rationality, eudaimonia, virtue, akrasia, intuitionism, utility, duty, and justice
· Construct and evaluate the central arguments that lend plausibility to the four major ethical systems
· Formulate objections (and responses) to arguments in favor of each ethical theory
· Express one’s own well-reasoned opinion on each ethical theory orally and in writing.
· Defend an argument regarding the significance of an ethical theory in a final project.

· Read historically significant philosophical texts.

· Apply basic rules of argument and reasoning.

· Express one’s own ideas regarding the significance, purpose, and limits of ethical reasoning and justification
· Recognize instances of moral theory in everyday moral judgments
III. Text and Readings

The texts for this course are:

1. J.S. Mill, Utilitarianism, Hackett, 2002, 2nd edition, ISBN: 087220605X
2. Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge History of Philosophy Series) Cambridge University Press 2002, ISBN: 0521626951
3. Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Hackett, 2nd Edition, ISBN: 0872204642

4. Supplemental Readings on Blackboard

You are required to purchase the text and do the readings. All supplementary readings will be distributed in class or on the course website (Blackboard) system.  This site is very important, as you may need to post assignments, find external links, and see your grades.
IV. Course Requirements and Grading

This course will emphasize discussion and writing. It is important to pay attention in class because I will tell you which issues and questions we will discuss the next class period. You should come to class prepared to address these questions.

A. Class Attendance and Participation 
Students are required to follow Coastal's attendance policy, which requires attendance each day; absences of more than 25% may result in failure.  More than 3 absences will result in lowering your final grade by a plus point. In general, this includes either excused or unexcused absences. 

Since this is a small seminar-like course, your participation in class discussion is crucial to the success of the course.  I realize that some students are less outgoing and less likely to speak up in class, but I am not asking you to make speeches. Asking questions, making comments, and defending your ideas are all considered “participation.”  I ask that you speak up in class at least once a week with a thoughtful question or comment.
B. Ten Reading Response/Position Papers (30%)

You are required to turn in 10 position papers over the course of the semester at the beginning of class on the day a reading is assigned. There are twelve weeks of reading material assigned, so you should plan on submitting a reading response once a week. To help you write these papers, I will post a specific question about the reading assigned that should focus your reading. Your response paper should answer that question. These papers must be turned in at the beginning of the class period.  Late papers will not be accepted, so please plan ahead accordingly. 
Position papers will be graded on a scale of 3 points each.
C. Final Project (20%)

 Make a presentation to the class in a small group (of 1-2) during the final two weeks of the course.  The presentation should be on a topic in ethical theory. The point of the presentation is for you to present your ideas on a particular topic to the class, describing the topic, your argument about it, objections, and a defense. The presentation should be around 10 minutes. Your choice of topic and a short proposal should be given to me by April 10 (unless you want to present on Aristotle).
If you absolutely will not do the presentation, you have a second option:
A term paper of no more than 3,000 words (roughly 10 pages), on a topic of your choosing, using an outline. If you plan to write the paper, you must submit a paper proposal of 250-350 words at the beginning of class on April 10. At that point, I will give you guidelines for the structure and format of the paper. The final draft is due at the beginning of class on May 1.  All outlines and papers must be handed in on time.
D. Presentation and Paper Grading Criteria

It is very important that you work to develop an argumentative writing style in writing philosophy papers.  Your paper must have a very clear thesis, and an argument to defend your position.  Your papers will be graded with regard to:

(1) strength of your argument 
(2) the clarity and precision with which you present your argument
(3) your understanding of the course material 
(4) style and grammar, insofar as they affect the previous considerations.

D. EXAMS (50%)

Take-Home Mid-Term on Hobbes and Kant (25%) DUE March 13

Final Exam on Mill and Aristotle (25%) – Final Exam Week
E. Grading Scale
The grading scale is as follows: (A) 90-100, (B+) 87-89, (B) 80-86, (C+) 77-79, (C) 70-76, (D+) 67-69, (D) 60-66, (F) Below 60.

F. Course Schedule

Details and timing are subject to change. We might not get through all of what is proposed below, and other readings may be added. Exact dates for assignments will be announced in class.
The reading assignments below reflect my expectations for what you are to have read by the class period listed.  All reading assignments will be on the first assignment listed.  Recommended readings for a particular class period are marked with an asterisk (*).  These readings will be useful for studying for exams and doing your final project, if you do not read them for the class period in which they are assigned.

	Tuesday
	Thursday

	
	January 17 
Introduction to the Course
Reading: What is Ethics?

Ethics Terms and Concepts

	January 22
Egoism/Contractarianism
Gregory Kavka, “The Reconciliation Project”
	January 24 
Thomas Hobbes, 

From Leviathan, Book I, chapters  6, 11,  and 13, excerpt p. 66-72
**Joel Feinberg, “Psychological Egoism”

	January 29 
Thomas Hobbes, 

From Leviathan, Book I, chapters 14 and 15,  Book II, Chapter 1, excerpt p. 72-78
Prisoner’s Dilemma Handout
	January 31
David Gauthier, “Hobbes: Moral Theorist” (Blackboard)

	February 5
Deontology/Kantianism
Korsgaard’s Introduction to the Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, p. vii-xxx
	February 7 
Kant, Groundwork Section 1, p. 7-18

**Christine Korsgaard, “Kant’s Analysis of Obligation: The Argument of Groundwork I” (Blackboard)

	February 12 
Groundwork, Section 2, p. 19-33
**Christine Korsgaard, “Kant’s Formula of Universal Law”
	February 14
Celebration of Inquiry-classes redirected

	February 19
Groundwork, Section 2, p. 33-51
	February 21
Groundwork Section 3, p. 52-66

	February 26 

Kant, “On the Right to Lie for Philanthropic Purposes”

Korsgaard, “Kant on the Right to Lie” (Blackboard)
	February 28 
Thomas Hill, Jr. “Kantian Normative Ethics” (Blackboard)

	March 4
Consequentialism/Utilitarianism
Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 1-2 (p. 1-26)
	March 6
MID-TERM EXAM

	March 11
Utilitarianism, Chapter 3

p. 27-34
**J.J.C. Smart, “Extreme and Restricted Utilitarianism”
	March 13
Utilitarianism, Chapter 4 (the Proof of Utility)
p. 35-41
**Geoff Sayre-McCord, “Mill’s Proof of Utility: A More than Half-Hearted Defense”

	March 18-Spring  Break
	March 20-Spring Break

	March 25
Utilitarianism, Chapter 5, p. 42-64
**John Rawls, "Two Concepts of Rules"
	March 27
David Lyons, “Mill’s Theory of Morality” (Blackboard) 

	April 1
 Virtue Ethics/Aristotle’s Ethics
Irwin’s Introduction to Nicomachean Ethics, xiii-xxviii. 

**Bernard Williams, "Morality, the Peculiar Institution"
	April 3
Goods and Habits.

 NE, Book 1, Chapters 1-13, p. 1-15

**McDowell, "The Role of Eudaimonia in Aristotle's Ethics"

	April 8
Virtue and Akrasia NE, 
Book 2,  p.15-30
**Julia Annas, “Virtue Ethics”
Guest Lecturer: Robert Audi

	April 10
NE, Book 3, Virtue and Action, p. 30-48
**TBA

	April 15
Aristotle, Eudaimonia Book 10, p. 153-167
**Nagel, "Aristotle on Eudaimonia"
	April 17
Martha Nussbaum, “Aristotle on Human Nature and the Foundations of Ethics” (Blackboard)

	April 22
Group Presentations Preparation
(Meet in Classroom)
	April 24
Presentations

	April 29

Presentations
	May 1
Presentations

	Final Exam Tuesday May 6
1:30 PM
	


